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Scriptures to Consider: 

Acts 6:1-6; 14:19-23; 15:1-35; 19:1-20; 20:17-38; Eph. 4:11-16; 1Thes. 5:12-13; 1Tim. 3:1-7; 

5:17-22; Tit. 1:5-9; Heb. 13:17; Jam. 5:14-15; 1Pet. 5:1-5 

 

I. Qualifications 

a. Understanding and Defining the Qualifications 

b. Maintaining Unity with Brethren 

c. Selection Elders 

II. Translations of 1Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9 

 

Questions: 

1. What are some common misconceptions of elders and their qualifications? 

 

 

 

 

2. When should elders not be appointed? 

 

 

 

 

3. What are some problems that can arise when brethren disagree on their understanding of 

the qualifications? 

 

 

 

 

4. What needs to happen when brethren understand a qualification differently?  What is at 

stake when these differences remain unresolved? 

 

 

 

 

5. How long can/should elders serve? 
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6. Who is involved in selecting elders?  How would you describe the process of selecting and 

appointing elders? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. When should men “train” to be an elder?  What should be their motivation in desiring this 

position?  

 

 

 

 

 

8. What are some responsibilities the church has toward the elders? 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Compare each list (1Tim. 3:1-7 and Tit. 1:5-9) 

a. What are some similarities? 

 

 

 

 

 

b. What are some differences? 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Is either list incomplete by itself? In other words, is the list in 1Timothy sufficient to 

appoint elders?  Is the list in Titus sufficient to appoint elders? 
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10. Which qualifications (from 1Timothy and Titus) are all Christians to maintain? Provide 

scripture reference for each. 

 

 

 

 

11. In the 1st letter to Timothy, explain the reason for the qualifications below: 

a. Managing his own household well 

 

 

 

 

b. Not a new convert 

 

 

 

 

c. Having a good reputation with those outside the church 

 

 

 

 

12. In the letter to Titus, explain why the man must the man hold fast the faithful word. 

 

 

 

 

13. What does “faithful” or “believing” children mean in Tit. 1:6?  Is this toward God or 

toward their father/parents?  Explain. 

 

 

 

 

14. Explain 1Timothy 5:17 “The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double 

honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.” (NASB).   
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15. Unless already answered above, define and explain each of the qualifications: 

 Note* NASB translation (with KJV in parenthesis as differs) 

 

 From 1Timothy 3:2-7 

 Above reproach (Blameless) -  

 

 Husband of one wife -  

 

 Temperate (Vigilant) -  

 

 Prudent (Sober) -  

 

 Respectable (Of good behavior) -  

 

 Hospitable (Given to hospitality) -  

 

 Able to Teach (Apt to teach) -  

 

 Not addicted to wine (Not given to wine) -  

 

 Not pugnacious (No striker) -  

 

 Gentle (Patient) -  

 

 Peaceable (Not a brawler) -  

 

 Free from the love of money (Not greedy of filthy lucre; Not covetous) -  

 

 One who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with 

all dignity (One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection 

with all gravity) -  

 

 Not a new convert (Not a novice) -  

 

 Must have a good reputation with those outside the church (Must have a good 

report of them which are without) -  
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 From Titus 1:6-9 

 Above reproach (Blameless) -  

 

 Husband of one wife -  

 

 Having children who believe, not accused of dissipation or rebellion (Having 

faithful children not accused of riot or unruly) -  

 

 Above reproach as God’s steward (Blameless, as the steward of God) -  

 

 Not self-willed -  

 

 Not quick tempered (Not soon angry) -  

 

 Not addicted to wine (Not given to wine) -  

 

 Not pugnacious (No striker) -  

 

 Not fond of sordid gain (Not given to filthy lucre) -  

 

 Hospitable (A lover of hospitality) -  

 

 Loving what is good (A lover of good men) -  

 

 Sensible (Sober) -  

 

 Just -  

 

 Devout (Holy) -  

 

 Self-controlled (Temperate) -  

 

 Holding fast the faithful word -  
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1Timothy 3:1-7 

 

NASB 

1It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires 
to do. 2An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, 
free from the love of money. 4He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his 
children under control with all dignity 5(but if a man does not know how to manage his own 
household, how will he take care of the church of God?), 6and not a new convert, so that he will not 
become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 7And he must have a good 
reputation with those outside the church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the 
devil. 
 

KJV 

1This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.  2A bishop then 
must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, 
apt to  teach;  3Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not 
covetous;  4One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity;  
5(For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)  
6Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.  7Moreover 
he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the 
devil. 
 
NIV 
1Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. 2Now the 
overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach, 3not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a 
lover of money. 4He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, and he 
must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. 5(If anyone does not know how to manage his own 
family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 6He must not be a recent convert, or he may become 
conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7He must also have a good reputation with 
outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap. 
 
ESV 
1The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 
2Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4He must manage his own household well, with all dignity 
keeping his children submissive, 5for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, 
how will he care for God’s church? 6He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up 
with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7Moreover, he must be well thought of by 
outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 
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Titus 1:5-9 

 

NASB  
5For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint elders in 
every city as I directed you, 6namely, if any man is above reproach, the husband of one wife, having 
children who believe, not accused of dissipation or rebellion. 7For the overseer must be above 
reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not 
pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain, 8but hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just, devout, self-
controlled, 9holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so that he will be 
able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict.  

KJV 

5For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and 
ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee:  6If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, 
having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly.  7For a bishop must be blameless, as the 
steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;  
8But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate;  9Holding fast the 
faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to 
convince the gainsayers. 
 

NIV 

5The reason I left you in Crete was that you might put in order what was left unfinished and appoint 
elders in every town, as I directed you. 6An elder must be blameless, faithful to his wife, a man whose 
children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 7Since an overseer 
manages God’s household, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to 
drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8Rather, he must be hospitable, one who loves 
what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 9He must hold firmly to the 
trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and 
refute those who oppose it. 
 

ESV 

5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint elders in 
every town as I directed you— 6if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his 
children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination. 7For an 
overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or 
a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, 8but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, 
holy, and disciplined. 9He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able 
to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it. 
 

 

 

 


